
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 As our airplane descended into Detroit Airport fort the National Youth 
Gathering in July, I noticed the faith we place in our electronic devices. The sky 
was overcast; we could not see through the clouds. As our plane entered the 
white canvas, we banked left to line up with the airpot. The pilots in command 
simply entered numbers into the aircraft's computer and the plane did the rest. 
 Being disciples of Jesus, we are often asked to do 
something that requires a great deal of faith. When we trust 
God to bring us through, these steps can be taken quite simply. 
When we doubt, they can be very difficult. Read the story of 
Peter walking on water for an example (Matthew 14:22-33). 

“Simplicity” 
 This has been a theme for me this summer. Somehow “simplicity” 
sometimes comes with a great deal of preparation—like our church family picnic 
and our VBS program. Still, both managed to have an air of simplicity: people of 
God gathered for fun and fellowship (in the case of the picnic) and children of 
God learned stories of our faith through song, craft, games, and stories (VBS). 
 Our CF3 (Church Family Faith Formation) this summer has certainly been 
simple. Lessons for adults and youth alike simply invite participants to engage 
the Word of God together. While the process has been simple, the learning has 
been quite profound. For example, I’d never noticed that Moses is not the hero of 
in the beginning of the story about his life. There are three heroes and they are 
all women: his mother, his sister, and pharaoh’s daughter. That was a great 
observation which was followed by fruitful conversation. 

“Simplicity” This Sunday from 6-7:30, we will gather for 
another event that I hope will continue the feeling of simplicity: 
our Ice Cream Social. I have no idea how many people will 
come and no one is making any special arrangements for it. 
Each participant will simply bring their own favorite ice cream 
and toppings to share. The church already has bowls, spoons, 
napkins, and mops for cleaning. :-) We’ll share fellowship and 
sweets together. I’ll be mixing frappes in the kitchen (decaf as 
it’ll be evening). 

 “Simplicity” I plan to continue this feeling into the 
fall. Heather Bogstad and  I have been talking about 
monthly Saturday Night Family Game Nights. We’ll 
begin each session with a short reading from Scripture 
and invite the children to talk to each other about what 
they hear. I tried this last month with a passage from 
Luke 10. The children who responded gave some really great answers. Faith 
formation can be done in very simple ways and I plan to continue that. After that 
brief conversation, we’ll all simply play games. 



 “Simplicity” This will also be true for our English language "Bible 
Readings", previously called Bible study. I will continue to offer the Thursday 
10:30AM readings AND will try adding Tuesday evening readings from 7PM-
8PM. This year, we will be reading together the Gospel according to Luke. We 
will use a process called Dwelling in the Word. We will read the passage twice, 
then tell each other in pairs what we hear. After a few minutes, we will tell each 
other what we heard our partner saying. We will then continue with a 
conversation as a whole group. It is a simple process through which God can 
teach us profound lessons. 
 Lastly, I am grateful to our publicity committee which is leading an effort to 
hear stories of how we see God’s presence in the world. They will be asking 
people to simply write a sentence, draw a picture, or post a photo on the church 
bulletin board during September. Through this very simple method, we will see 
how God is working in profound ways in our lives and in the world. 
Yours in Christ 
Pastor Albert	  


