
My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
What words can express our feelings when we heard the news from Charleston, 
SC?  How can we speak of the sadness to learn once more of innocent lives claimed by 
evil?  And can we even wrap our heads around the horror to learn, 1) that these nine 
sisters and brothers in Christ were killed during a prayer service, 2) that two of the 
pastors attended our ELCA seminary in SC, and 3) that their killer is a member of an 
ELCA congregation? 
 
Before writing another word, I want to recall the names of those whose lives on this side 
of heaven were stolen from them: Cynthia Hurd, Suzy Jackson, Ethel Lance, Rev. 
Depayne Middleton-Doctor, Hon. Rev. Clementa Pinckney, Tywanza Sanders, Rev. 
Daniel Simmons Sr., Rev. Sharonda Singleton, and Myra Thompson.  Into your hands, 
gracious God, we commend to your care these saints.  We pray for their families, their 
friends, and their congregation. 
 
I cannot bring myself to write the name of their killer; still, he, his family, and his 
congregation and their pastor need our prayers as well.  Remember them.  Remember 
them even as the families of many of the victims have begun to remember them. 
 
As for the reasons for such a tragedy, I'm not prepared to speak to it.  We can imagine 
this evil had racism at its root.  The killer's own words would lead us to conclude 
this.  Racism is real.  To deny it would be irresponsible and a sign of ignorance.  Racism 
is very real and it's likely to be nearly as old as humanity itself. 
 
This day, I want us to focus not on our differences, but on our similarities.  During last 
week's sharing portion of our Church Family Faith Formation, a member who spoke in 
one language was followed by a member who spoke in another.  The second person 
said, "We might speak a different language, but we said the same thing." 
 
What was that same thing?  That God is creating in us.  God made all things good.  Our 
sin brought pain and suffering into the world.  But God is still creating and re-creating 
today.  This day, as we pray for the families and congregation of those who died, let us 
pray in thanksgiving that God is still creating in us; and, let us pray that through us, God 
will bring hope for the future. 
 
People of St. Mark's, we are many races with many cultures.  In this fact is God's gift to 
us, to be one congregation with many cultural voices and room for everyone to be at 
home.  Let us continue in the vision God has given us.  Let us come together as one 
people celebrating our unity in Christ through the diversity of our cultures. 
 
Hungering for Resurrection Power, I am yours in Christ, 
Pastor Albert	  


