 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Why I Pledge
The other day I received a pledge card in the mail.  Did you get one too?  You know–that annual request from St. Mark’s to make a commitment of resources to carry out the congregation’s programs of mission and ministry for the next year.  What did you do with yours?  Throw it away?  Mark down last year’s amount and send it in?  Used the Proportionate Giving Guide to determine your pledge for 2002.  Set it aside for later consideration?  I set mine aside while I ponder this year’s pledge response.

Pledging was a novel experience for me.  No other church that I attended used a pledge system.  When St. Mark’s started using pledge cards, I was a hold out.  Yes, sir.  No pledge for me.  I would give a regular amount whenever I came to worship.  The church could count on it, but I wasn’t about to reduce it to a written document.  After all, if I wrote it down, then I might actually be expected to give that amount and heaven knows what the future holds–sickness, job loss, disaster, ...any number of things could go wrong.  It was just too risky.  Besides, I figured it was none of their business.  What I give or intend to give is suppose to be just between me and God.  Nope.  I didn’t need the added pressure of making a pledge.

Pledge.  Its sort of a troublesome word, isn’t it.  The dictionary said it means “the thing given or held as security for payment.”  Many people don’t pledge.  I figured I was in good company.  In fact, the truth be told, only about one-third of the congregation makes a pledge.  One might even ask what difference does it make when so few pledge?  The surprising answer is: A lot of difference!

You see, that ONE-third of the people who pledge provide TWO-thirds of the funds necessary to carry out the missions and ministries agreed on by the whole of St. Mark’s congregation.  People who pledge tend to give consistently, give larger sums, and give the full amount pledged.  Consistent giving is especially vital to the day-to-day operation of the church.  The amount pledged is essential to the formulation of the breath, depth, and scope of the missions and ministries planned each year.  Because pledged amounts are so dependable, they serve as the basis for determining the minimum amount of the Lord’s work the congregation is willing to support.

The non-pledged offerings are like a wild card.  Up one week.  Down the next.  Total non-pledged offerings are very elastic–affected by every passing draft, current or snow storm.  Generally, non-pledged giving is tied to physical presence at worship whereas pledged giving is tied to a commitment.  For example, some people come once or twice a year at Christmas or Easter and maybe put $5 or $10 dollars in the offering plate expecting that the church will be able to operate off that offering until they return for the next Christmas or Easter service or it is needed for a wedding or funeral.  So what changed?  Why do I now pledge?  It was that very point that tripped me up in my philosophy of being a confirmed non-pledger.

It was the realization that I expected the mission and ministry provided by the congregation of St. Mark’s to be available to me whenever I am in need, not just on any given Sunday.  When my son died, I wanted the church to administer to our sorrows and to conduct the funeral.  When our daughter got married, I wanted the church to help celebrate, hold and conduct the wedding.  When our granddaughter was born, I wanted her baptized as a Child of God.  The church responded–consistently, dependably--in every instance.  It dawned on me that pledging on my part was a needed, necessary and appropriate response to the commitment that the church–the congregation–had made to minister to my needs.  My commitment to provide resources to the church could not be any less consistent, deliberate, or accountable.  I needed to pledge.  I needed to make a public commitment to ensure that the staff, council and committees knew they would have resources available to do the Lord’s work put before this congregation.

So now I sit here pondering this year’s pledge card.  The question is no longer: “Am I going to pledge?”  Now it’s: “What can I proportionately do?”  How about you?  Will you pledge this year?  Will you make a proportionate pledge?  Will you make a commitment to do the Lord’s work through sharing your time, talent, treasure and presence?  I am going too.

