 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Giving Slump or GIVING THANKS
I notice that the rhythm of the school year has given way to the relaxed pace of the vacation season.  I say I noticed, because this time of the year is the most difficult time for us--the people of God--to provide the levels of continuing and sustaining support that our mission and ministry programs need to operate effectively.  The “summer slump” is especially true for those offerings and benevolences tied to the giver’s physical attendance at Sunday services.  

Often times I hear something like: “Yes, my giving is down during the summer, because I don’t come as often, but I try to catch up by the end of the year.”  In fact, our congregational pattern of giving in recent years has been to close out the year with “catchup” offerings sufficiently generous to cover spending deficits incurred during the summer.  It is great to close out the year with all the bills paid.  And yet?? 

And yet, when we look back on the year, we are face-to-face with the missed mission opportunities; with the people who were not appropriately ministered too; with the projects and plans intended to spread the Good News that never materialized; and with our program leaders overburdened with resource shortfalls, but still trying to fulfill the commitments that we congregationally promised the Lord in passing our budget resolutions.

Missed opportunities.  That is what the summer “giving slump” is all about--missed opportunities.  Last year we didn’t send our youth to certain leadership camps because of the givings slump.  Last year we didn’t buy planned music nor provide special music during our summer and fall services because of the givings slump.  Last year special training for some of our pastors and lay staff was canceled because of the givings slump; and some programs like the Parking Lot program never happened.  What programs, activities, ministries will fall victim to the “givings slump” this year?

I too like my relaxed summer schedule.  I have vacations planned and many weekends are earmarked for going to my cabin on the bay.  In the past I too was part of the givings slump.  But this year I have found a way to have my time away while  providing the continuing and sustained giving our programs need to operate effectively during the summer.  I have discovered the “GIVING THANKS” electronic banking program offered by AAL & Lutheran Brotherhood.  By signing up with the GIVING THANKS program, I have the church automatically receive one of my weekly offerings through electronic banking.  I don’t know why I didn’t sign up for the program earlier.  It is so “friendly” and adaptable to my needs that it makes giving during times of planned and unplanned absences a breeze.  And I don’t have the stress of compounded giving to “catch up” later.

I urge you also to look into the GIVING THANKS program.  Talk to Harold Sargeant in the church office about how you can enroll in GIVING THANKS.  Additionally, you will find informative literature about the program in the Narthex.  Let’s work congregationally to do away with the “Givings Slump” and turn to GIVING THANKS!!  

I wish God’s immutable blessings for your summer plans and for your active participation in this year’s missions and ministries.

Dave Mower

Council President
