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Dear Members of St. Mark’s


As I thought about what I would say in this letter, I sought words that would say what I believe deeply yet wouldn’t sound trite. I turned to the blue hymnal With One Voice and found that one of my favorite hymns is considered to be a “stewardship hymn”. I chose hymn 752 “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky (Here I am, Lord)” as one of the hymns at my commissioning service as an Associate in Ministry in the ELCA. The hymn is based on Isaiah 6:1-8 where Isaiah accepts his call to serve as a prophet of Yahweh. It reflects how I hope to live out my call to serve God and the people of God.


Those of us who are rostered in the ELCA, both clergy and AIMs, are not the only people of St. Mark’s who are called to serve God. We all are called to that service. How we serve God can depend on our gifts. Pastor Trower wrote an article for the Annual Report several years ago attempting to document the volunteer time given by St. Mark’s members over a period of a year. While the report was certainly not complete, the amount of time amazed those who read it. 


We at St. Mark’s have been truly blessed by God. We are a congregation made up of people with many gifts and the willingness to share them as Pastor Trower’s report demonstrated. We have supported ministries here at St. Mark’s and elsewhere in the world, both as volunteers and financially. 


As you know, we are currently seeking financial commitments for 2003 through pledges. To date we have received 165 completed pledge cards which is approximately 73% of the number received last year. Thank you to those of you who have returned your pledge cards.


If, for whatever reason, you have not made a pledge yet, please prayerfully consider making a pledge for next year. Like Isaiah, this is your opportunity to say to God, “Here I am, Lord, send me”. Please think about committing a specific portion of your income to the ministries of St. Mark’s.


I will close using the phrase we use to conclude our worship service each Sunday. Go in peace. SERVE THE LORD!







In His Service,







Harold Sargeant, AIM







Church Administrator

